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was glad to secure the co-operation of the Indian community in order to
further its views. One of the arguments advanced by it in favour of the
Indian community making common cause was that, after British occu-
pation, we would not suffer the disabilities imposed by Law 3 of 1885.
My Association, therefore, it is submitted, has a right to expect fulfil-
ment of that assurance.

Indians are British subjects. India has been described by British
statesmen as the brightest jewel in the British Crown. She is ever ready
to fight the Empire's battles. It was the Indian army that probably saved
the situation in Natal. The local Indians, too, were not behindhand
in doing their humble share. It is for the members of that community
that my Association requests your sympathy, and that, too, in a matter
which, while it is of very great importance to the Indians, is of compara-
tive insignificance to you. My Association, therefore, ventures to trust
that the meeting of the Associated Chambers would decide to recommend
protection of all existing Indian licenses,

/ have the honour to remain,

Sir,
Tour obedient servant,

ABDOOL GANI

CHAIRMAN,
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

India Office: Judicial and Public Records, 57/1904.

70. THE TRANSVAAL CHAMBERS AND BRITISH INDIANS
We reproduce elsewhere copy of a circular letter1 addressed by the
British Indian Association to the members of the Chambers of Commerce
of the Transvaal. The conference met at Pretoria on the 18th instant,
and The Rand Daily Mail publishes a report of the proceedings from which
it would appear that the circular letter produced no effect whatsoever
on the delegates* It may be because the circular was sent rather late
owing to the decision, at the eleventh hour, of the Colonial Secretary to
postpone the consideration of the proposed amendment. The circular
letter makes it quite plain that, if it is right to respect the vested interests
of those who traded before the war without licenses, it is more so to res-
pect such interests created after the war. The reference in the letter to
the co-operation given by the Indian community to the Uitlander Com-
mittee of the pre-war period ought to have gone home. We can speak
from personal knowledge that the leaders of the Committee were most
anxious that the Indians should join them in making representations to
the Home Government. The question of the disabilities of Indians was
specially discussed and all were agreed that, if the war came, the dis-
abilities must go. It, therefore, ill becomes the members of the conference
1 Item 69 above.